
Discovery Community School 

Steering Meeting Agenda 
February 20, 2013 – 6:30p 

Location: The Commons 

 

6:35p  WELCOME     Amy    5 minutes 

6:40p  PRINCIPAL’S REPORT     Heather   10 minutes 

We’re at the midpoint of year; the students have come far.  We’re still looking forward to 

much in the rest of the year.  Teachers also have been honing their skills.  Recently 

working on formulating questions to lead to higher-level student learning. 

Q: What’s happening with the natural playground?  A: We have staff to cover the district-
standard playground, but need volunteers to cover the natural playground.  A link has 

been published in the Informer for parents to sign up for shifts.  Need two adults - one to 

monitor the service driveway for safety and one to monitor the natural playground itself. 

IAs also need to be equally distributed where the majority of the students are playing, 

which tends to be in the upper playground area. IAs are employees and able to manage 

student behavior (as opposed to parent volunteers who are there to facilitate and 
encourage).  Will try the volunteer approach for a couple more weeks and re-evaluate. 

Next parent coffee chat is at 9:10 on Feb. 28th in the Commons. 

6:45p  TEACHER’S REPORT   Diane    30 minutes 

Diane – Youngers: Studying solids and liquids in science, using Foss kits where kids can 

explore with materials and follow up with discussion of what they’ve learned.  Today 

students packed lunches for the homeless.  A speaker came to discuss homelessness, 

gearing the talk to students’ level.  Staff is happy with the auction plan for Winter Event, 
and are planning to offer some form of evening event on a donation basis. 

Q: How are volunteers in the classroom working out?  A: Things are going great.  

Appreciate that people find replacements when they can’t make it.  Parents are caring 

when they work with students (encourage, but don’t discipline). 

Carol – Middles: Carol has given each student a little Webster dictionary, and is pleased to 

see how they’re pulling them out and using them as a tool, and are enthusiastic about 
using them.  Just had a field trip to the International District (Wing Luke Museum).  Next 

week will be going to Benaroya Hall to listen to a lecture.  Science is currently the physics 

of sound.  Next field trip will be an in-class incursion where Soundbridge will bring in 

instruments and study sound.  Ingrid S. came in to play the cello, and alumni will also be 

coming in with their string instruments.  In Social Studies have been studying diverse 

world cultures, involving students’ families where possible.  Will study how diverse world 

cultures have impacted the US. 

7:05p  TREASURER’S REPORT   Andrew/Jeff   5 minutes 

Not much to report this month.  March Steering meeting will be the budget discussion.  An 

approved budget proposal will be brought to the March Community meeting for approval 

by the community. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

7:10p  COMMUNITY OUTREACH   Setty/SusanV  10 minutes 

 Packing sack lunches, Feb 20 

 Women’s Luncheon Saturday, February 23rd  (Cori) 

 Annual Coin Drive to benefit KaBOOM, www.kaboom.org   



February is “Helping the Homeless” month.  A speaker came in and talked to all the 

classes, and did a wonderful job gearing the talk to their ages.  The kids wrote great 

thank-you notes for her.  Donations due next Friday 3/1 of toiletries, etc.   

Today the students packed 75 sack lunches for the homeless in our shared learning space.  
Appreciation expressed to the teachers for taking the time from their regular curriculum 

for these valuable community outreach projects. 

This Saturday is the Women’s Luncheon at Mary’s Place.  We’ll be providing luncheon, 

cooking in the morning, transporting the food to Seattle, serving, and cleaning up.  Also 

looking for baked goods (individually wrapped and transportable) and fresh fruit.  Still 

have volunteer spaces available. 

7:20p  COMMUNITY BUILDING   Christi /Lindsay  5 minutes 

 Parent’s Night Out wrap-up; seeking next host 

Great time at the PNO – thank you to Cris P.  Looking for hosts for next one (Youngers 

families especially). 

7:20p  FUNDRAISING    James/Allison  5 minutes 

New fundraising opportunity with Boomerang Children’s Consignment.  Families can 
donate season-dependent used children’s clothing and sportswear (in good shape), board 

books, games, puzzles, toys.  A bin will be set up outside Janet’s office to accept 

donations.  James W. will be the coordinator, and further details will be sent out via email. 

7:25p  ENRICHMENT    SusanW   5 minutes 

 Friday Specials update 

Winter Friday Specials are going great.  Kids are getting focused and learning, getting 

quickly into their classes and getting started.  Have mats for Aikido now.   

Action: Fashion redesign could use more help. 

Spring Friday Specials will be March 29 to April 15.  Current proposed ideas are: Street 

hockey, Mad Science, Design-your-own-Board-Game collaborative project, Cooking 

(maybe), Mandarin (maybe).  Open to any suggestions, and many volunteers are needed! 

OLD BUSINESS 

7:30p  Winter Event     Yvonne/Hannah  15 minutes 

 Constant Contact registration (Yvonne) 

 Call for volunteers (all team leads) 

 Auction (Cris) 

Please register via Constant Contact.  Can add guests later.  Payment will be by 

cash/check at the door, or in advance via Paypal at time of registration.  When using 

Paypal, please try to add the $1.50 convenience fee to avoid having it covered by the 

community. Suggested to allow families to pay by check in advance by sending check to 
treasurer (Andrew). 

If your child’s performance needs music, any format is OK, but need to send to Dave P. 

and Scott B. by March 1st. 

Group leaders – keep Yvonne informed of any changes. 

Linda M. spoke about food.  This is a potluck fundraiser.  Whatever we can contribute will 

add to our fundraising; if we don’t have enough food, we can purchase additional, but that 
would reduce our fundraising.  Food needs to be at the event by 5:45 PM.  Pans will 

provided (available in Janet’s office) to make sure we have the right size (10x12).  Menu 

is currently lasagna or other baked pasta dish, salads, veggie platters, fruit, dessert 



(cookies/bars).  Please remember serving utensils with your dish.  Will need help with 

setup and serving.  Details will be provided in a follow-up email. 

The auction at Winter Event will also add to our fundraising goals.  We’ve received good 

donations, will still happily accept more.  Due date for auction items is March 1st. 

Action: Seeking a parent for each classroom to spearhead the creation of an auction 

basket (educational theme or other). 

NEW BUSINESS 

8:00p  Spring Camp     Jill    5 minutes 

May 17-19 (not Mothers Day weekend!). This year is a fair theme – basic Americana, 

carnival games, root beer, popcorn.  It’s held at Camp Indianola – not luxury, but not 
completely roughing it.  Food is provided by the camp.  Friday night dinner is on your own 

before you arrive.  Just some snacks available on Friday evening. 

Constant Contact is being set up.  Will be sent out when the details have been worked 

out.  See introductory email sent by Jill for summary information, volunteer opportunities 

and for link to photos from past years. 

8:05p  Anything else?    Amy    5 minutes 

Come to Steering on March 7 to discuss and provide input on the budget.  This is where 

discussion will happen, and the steering-approved proposal will be presented at the 

community meeting on March 21st for full community approval. 

At the April Steering meeting we’ll discuss our bylaws.  At the April community meeting 

we’ll also have elections.  Start thinking about volunteer opportunities! 

Work party on Sunday March 3rd at 11:00 AM to clean up natural playground.  Kids can 

earn Sparrow hours, and families can earn DCS hours. 

The PTSA is seeking volunteers to help with the science fair.  Refer to the Informer for 

signup details. 

 

8:10p  ADJOURN 

 

 

No Reports this month: 

COMMUNICATIONS    Tom C-F  

PTSA LIASON    Setty 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS  Shelley/ShannonS 

NEW FAMILIES    Kari S 


